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If therefore any fine woman, in good humour on a Saturday morning, would be pleased to drop a word in my favour, and say, " It is a good comical paper;" or any man of quality, at the head of taste, be so kind as to say, " It is not a bad thing;" I should become the fashion, and be universally bought up at least: and as for being read or not, it is other people's business, not mine.
As I am scrupulous even to delicacy in all my engagements, I must premise that, in entitling my paper Common Sense, I only mean the first half-sheet, or it may be a column of the next; the rest of the paper, which will contain the events foreign and domestic, I am very far from promising shall have any relation at all to common sense. But, as the chief profits of a weekly writer arise from thence, the world, which at least reasons very justly upon that subject, would, I am sure, think that I wanted common sense myself if I neglected them.
Upon the whole, my intention is to rebuke vice, correct errors, reform abuses, and shame folly and prejudice, without regard to anything but common sense; which, as it implies common decency too, I shall confine myself to things, and not attack persons; it being my desire to improve or amuse everybody, without shocking anybody.
I do not think it necessary, at least yet, to give the public any information as to my person; let my paper stand upon its own legs. My present resolution is to keep my name concealed, unless my success should some day or other tempt my vanity to discover it. All I will say at present is, that I never appeared in print before; and if I should not meet with some